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Ontario

How will the NDP Support Those with Developmental Disabilities ?

February 14, 2025

Marit Stiles

Leader, New Democratic Party of Ontario
2069 Lakeshore Blvd West, Suite 201
Toronto, Ontario M8V 374
MStiles-QP@ndp.on.ca

Dear Ms Stiles:

We are writing to you regarding the 52,000 adults with intellectual disabilities who are
languishing on the Developmental Services (DS) waitlist in Ontario. Since 1993, successive
Ontario governments, regardless of political party, have increased core funding to support
agencies by less than 7%, while the cost of living has soared by over 60% over that same time.

Developmental services agencies across the province say the system is no longer sustainable.
Many people waiting for life-changing support and services have been on waitlists for years --
some for decades. This ongoing crisis has left thousands of vulnerable people and theirfamilies
without the resources and stability they desperately need to live full, meaningful lives in their
communities. Immediate action is required to ensure they are not forgotten.

As the leader of the New Democratic Party of Ontario, we are asking you to clarify your party’s
stance and provide a proposed solution to address these critical issues. If you form the next
government, what will you do to ensure that people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities receive the necessary support and care they need across Ontario? As part of the
#WaitingToBelong campaign, launched in 2024, Community Living Ontario, OASIS, their
member agencies and others in the DS Sector have been actively working to bring attention to
this matter.

However, without the government’s cooperation and a commitment to fully fund the DS
waitlist, thisincredibly importantissue cannot be resolved. This is an opportunity to outline the
NDP’s plan and make a significantimpactonthe lives of the more than 100,000 Ontarians with
intellectual disabilities, their families, and the Developmental Services agencies that support
them.

We appreciate your consideration of this urgent matter and look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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Dr. Robert Walsh, CEO Chris Beesley, CEO

OASIS Community Living Ontario



